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September 29, 2026  
 

Filed via Electronic Submittal (e-File)  
 

Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
888 First Street, NE  
Washington, DC  20426  
 
SUBJECT: North Fork Stanislaus River Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 2409  

Filing of Pre-Application Document 
 
Dear Secretary Reese: 
 
Pursuant to Section 5.6 of Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), Calaveras County 
Water District (CCWD or Licensee), a State of California public agency, files with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) this attached Pre-Application Document 
(PAD) in support of CCWD’s intent to file an application for a new license for the North Fork 
Stanislaus River Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project Number 2409 (P-2409 or Project). CCWD 
is the existing licensee and current owner of the Project. 
 
FERC issued the original Project license to CCWD on February 8, 1982, stating that the license 
would be effective the first day of the month of license issuance for a 50-year period, expiring on 
January 31, 2032.  
 
Simultaneously with the filing of this PAD and in conformance with 18 C.F.R. Section 5.5., under 
separate cover CCWD has filed with FERC a Notice of Intent (NOI) to file an application for new 
license for the Project on or before January 31, 2030, two years prior to the expiration of the 
existing license. In addition, in conformance with 18 C.F.R. Section 5.3(b) and (c)(1), CCWD has 
filed with FERC a request to use the traditional licensing process (TLP) to relicense the Project. 
 
This PAD filing includes one volume, all contents of which are public information, and includes:  
1) a process plan and schedule; 2) information on the Project location, facilities, and operations; 
3) a description of the existing environment and potential resource impacts; 4) a list of preliminary 
issues and studies; and 5) a summary of contacts made with various resource agencies, Native 
American tribes, non-governmental organizations or other members of the public in connection 
with preparing the PAD. It is CCWD’s belief that the PAD demonstrates CCWD’s exercise of due 
diligence in obtaining and providing relevant and existing information. 
 
In conformance with 18 C.F.R. Section 5.2(a) and Sections 5.6(a)(1) and (2), CCWD will make 
the PAD, NOI, and CCWD’s request to use the TLP available to appropriate federal and State of 
California resource agencies, Native American tribes, local governments, non-governmental 
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organizations (NGO), and members of the public likely to be interested in the proceeding. A list 
of those parties is provided in the NOI. 

Further, in conformance with 18 C.F.R. Section 5.3(d)(2), CCWD has published a notice of the 
filing of this NOI and PAD and a notice of filing of CCWD’s request to use the TLP in daily and 
weekly newspapers of general circulation in each county in which the Project is located. 

If you have any questions about this notice, please contact me at (209) 754-3001 or by email at 
michaelm@ccwd.org. 

Sincerely, 

Michael Minkler  
General Manager 
Calaveras County Water District 

Attachment: CCWD’s North Fork Stanislaus River Hydroelectric Project Pre-
Application Document 

cc w/out Attach: North Fork Stanislaus River Hydroelectric Project Relicensing Contact List 
(via e-mail) 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST 
Distribution Via E-mail 

Federal Agencies 

Forest Service, Regional Hydropower Team 
Victor Aguirre Orozco / Regional FERC Liaison 
victor.aguirreorozco@usda.gov 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
Richard Sanchez / Public Utilities Specialist, CV Ops 
rsanchez@usbr.gov 

Forest Service, Stanislaus National Forest (STF) 
Ray Cablayan / Calaveras District Ranger 
Raymond.cablayan@usda.gov 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
Drew Lessard / Area Manager  
dlessard@usbr.gov 

Forest Service, Stanislaus National Forest (STF) 
Todd Newburger / Public Services Staff Officer, FERC 
Coordinator 
todd.newburger@usda.gov 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
Myrna Girald Perez / Natural Resources Specialist 
mgiraldperez@usbr.gov 

Forest Service, Stanislaus National Forest (STF) 
Allison Stevenot / Calaveras District Archeologist 
allison.stevenot@usda.gov 

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
Stephanie Milsap / Watershed Planning Division 
Manager  
stephanie_millsap@fws.gov 

Forest Service, Stanislaus National Forest (STF) 
Kathy Strain / Forest Heritage Resource and Tribal 
Relations Program Manager 
kathy.strain@usda.gov 

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
Lauren Estenson / Biologist 
lauren_estenson@fws.gov 

Forest Service, Stanislaus National Forest (STF) 
Jason Kuiken / Forest Supervisor 
Jason.Kuiken@usda.gov 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Tomas Torres / Region 9 Water Division Director 
Torres.Tomas@epa.gov 

Forest Service, Stanislaus National Forest (STF) 
Anna Bonnette / Botanist 
anna.bonnette@usda.gov 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Jonathan Ambrose / Branch Chief, San Joaquin River 
Basin Branch 
jonathan.ambrose@noaa.gov 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Joseph Stout / California State Director 
castatedirector@blm.gov 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
Monica Gutierrez / Fisheries Biologist 
monica.gutierrez@noaa.gov 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Jeff Horn / Mother Lode Field Manager  
BLM_CA_Web_ML@blm.gov 

National Park Service (NPS) 
Barbara Rice / Program Manager 
Barabara_rice@nps.gov 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
Noah Triplett / Mother Lode Recreation Planner 
ntriplett@blm.gov 

National Park Service (NPS) 
Catherine Brown / Hydropower Assistance program 
catherine_brown@nps.gov 
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Distribution List (Continued). 

Distribution Via E-mail 
Federal Agencies (cont.) 

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) 
Cynthia Davenport / New Melones Lake Area Manager 
cdavenport@usbr.gov 

National Park Service (NPS) 
Susan Rosebrough / CA Hydropower Program and 
W&S Rivers 
Susan_rosebrough@nps.gov 

State Agencies 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
Parker Thaler / WQC Program Manager 
parker.thaler@waterboards.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Abimael Leon / R4 FERC Coordinator 
abimael.leon@wildlife.ca.gov 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
Rajaa Hassan / Senior Water Resource Control Engineer 
rajaa.hassan@waterboards.ca.gov 

State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) 
Julianne Polanco / SHPO 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
Truc Le / Project Manager 
Truc.Le@Waterboards.ca.gov 

CALFIRE, Tuolumne-Calaveras Unit 
Nick Casci / Unit Chief 
nick.casci@fire.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Morgan Kilgour / R2 Regional Manager 
morgan.kilgour@wildlife.ca.gov 

CalTrans, District 10 
Grace Magsayo / District Director 
Grace.Magsayo@dot.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Michael Maher / R2 FERC Coordinator 
michael.maher@wildlife.ca.gov 

Department of Water Resources, Division of Dam 
Safety 
Param P. Dhillon / Area 6 Engineer 
damsafety@water.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Beth Lawson / R2 Hydraulic Engineer  
beth.lawson@wildlife.ca.gov 

Calaveras Big Trees State Park (State Parks) 
Armando Quintero / Parks Director 
armando.quintero@parks.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Ben Ewing / Biologist 
Ben.Ewing@wildlife.ca.gov 

State Parks 
Keren Dill / Unit Chief 
Keren.Dill@parks.ca.gov 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Angie Montalvo / Aquatic Invasive Species Regional 
Coordinator 
Angie.Montalvo@wildlife.ca.gov 

State Parks, Division of Boating and Water Ways 
Ramona Fernandez / Deputy Director 
Ramona.Fernandez@parks.ca.gov 
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Distribution List (Continued). 

Distribution Via E-mail 
Local Agencies 

Northern California Power Agency (NCPA - consultant) 
Shawn Puzen / Consultant w/ Mead and Hunt 
Shawn.Puzen@meadhunt.com 

City of Angels Camp 
Michael Hodson / City Administrator 
michaelhodson@angelscamp.gov 

Northern California Power Agency (NCPA) 
Randy Howard / General Manager 
randy.howard@ncpa.com 

City of Angels Camp 
Chris O'Flinn / Public Works Superintendent 
chrisoflinn@angelscamp.gov 

Northern California Power Agency (NCPA) 
Michael DeBortoli / Assistant General Manager, 
Generation 
michael.debortoli@ncpa.com 

Alpine County 
Terry Woodrow / Supervisor District 4 
twoodrow@alpinecountyca.gov 

Northern California Power Agency (NCPA) 
Jake Eymann / Hydro Manager 
jake.eymann@ncpa.com 

Alpine County 
Neil Mortimer / Forest Health Coordinator  
awg.neil@gmail.com  

Northern California Power Agency (NCPA) 
Ben Guy / Hydro Compliance Engineer 
benjamin.guy@ncpa.com 

Alpine County 
Kimra Mcafee / Alpine Watershed Executive Director 
awg.kimra@gmail.com 

Utica Water and Power Authority (UWPA) 
Dave Andres / Interim General Manager 
gm@uticawater.com 

Calaveras County 
Martin Huberty / District 3 Supervisor 
mhuberty@co.calaveras.ca.us 

Utica Water and Power Authority (UWPA) 
Stacie Walker / Administrative Specialist 
admin@uticawater.com 

Calaveras County 
Lisa Medina / Environmental Management 
Administrator 
lmedina@co.calaveras.ca.us 

Utica Water and Power Authority (UWPA) 
Frank Fields / Operations and Maintenance 
Superintendent 
frankf@uticawater.com 

Calaveras County Historical Society 
historicalcalaveras@gmail.com 

Utica Water and Power Authority (UWPA) 
Brandi Sparks / Accounting Technician 
brandis@uticawater.com 

Calaveras County Regional Conservation District 
Trina Walley / Executive Director 
twalley@calaverasrcd.org 

Griffith, Masuda & Hobbs (legal for UWPA) 
Roger Masuda / Attorney 
rmasuda@calwaterlaw.com 

Tuolumne County 
Ryan Campbell / District 2 Supervisor 
rcampbell@co.tuolumne.ca.us 

Griffith, Masuda & Hobbs (legal for UWPA) 
Josef Polk / Attorney 
jpolk@calwaterlaw.com 

Tuolumne County 
Sean Hembree / Sr. Admin. Analyst - Natural 
Resources 
shembree@co.tuolumne.ca.us 
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Distribution List (Continued). 

Distribution Via E-mail 
Local Agencies (cont.) 

Union Public Utility District 
Jessica Self / General Manager 
jself@upudwater.org 

Calaveras County Local Agency Formation 
Commission 
John Benoit / Executive Officer 
jbenoit4@icloud.com 

Tuolumne County Resource Conservation District 
Lindsay Mattos / District Manager 
lindsay@tcrcd.org 

Tuolumne County Local Agency Formation 
Commission 
Michale Luken / Executive Officer 
mluken@rgs.ca.gov 
 

Alpine County Local Agency Formation Commission 
Teola Tremayne / Executive Officer 
ttremayne@alpinecountyca.gov 
  

Native American Tribes 

Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Jessalynn Pastran / Chairperson 
Jessalynn@bvtribe.com 

Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk Indians 
Natasha Ballew / Tribal Council Secretary 
nballew@jacksonrancheria.com 

Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Jesse Galvan / Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Jesus@bvtribe.gov  

Nashville Enterprise Miwok-Maidu-Nishinam Tribe 
Cosme Valdez / Chairperson 
Valdezcome@comcast.net 

Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Mike DeSpain / Operations Officer 
mike@bvtribe.gov  

Pakan'yani Maidu of Strawberry Valley Rancheria 
Scott Dinsmore / Chairperson 
sdinsmore@strawberryvalleymaidu.org 

Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Jasleen Sandhu / Assistant Director of Natural Resource 
Dept. 
jasleen@bvtribe.gov 

Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Arian Hart / Tribal Chairman 
ahart@sir-nsn.gov 

Calaveras Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
Vanessa Armenta / Tribal Archaelogist 

Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Kurt Merino / Environmental Technician 
kmerino@sir-nsn.gov  

Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians 
Debra Grimes / Tribal Cultural Resources Specialist 
calaverasmiwukpreservation@gmail.com 

Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Brandie Hernandez / Natural Resources Director 
bhernandez@sir-nsn.gov  

Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians 
Adam Lewis / Chairperson 
Adam2191983@gmail.com 

Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Maudesty Merino / THPO 
mmerino@sir-nsn.gov 
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Distribution List (Continued). 

Distribution Via E-mail 
Native American Tribes (cont.) 

Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians 
Gloria Grimes / Eldest chairmember 
calaverasband.miwukindians@gmail.com 

Susanville Indian Rancheria 
Aaron Brazzanovich / Environmental Coordinator 
abrazzanovich@sir-nsn.gov 

California Valley Miwok Tribe 
Lawrence Wilson Jr. / Cultural Resources Specialist 
office@cvmt-nsn.gov 

Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
Serrell Smokey / Chairperson 
serrell.smokey@washoetribe.us 

California Valley Miwok Tribe 
Antoinette Del Rio / Chairperson 
office@cvmt-nsn.gov 

Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
Letty Ramos / Executive Assistant to Chairperson 
executive.assistant@washoetribe.us 

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Joseph Mathiesen-Powell / Chairperson 
jmathiesen@crtribal.com 

Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
Billy Hawk / Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
THPO@washoeTribe.us 
William.enos@washoetribe.us 

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Monica Fox / Tribal Administrator 
mfox@crtribal.com 

Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California 
Sarina Shaw / THPO Assistant 
sarina.shaw@washoetribe.us 

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Cynthia Reyes / Cultural Manager 
Creyes@crtribal.com 

Tule River Indian Tribe 
Neil Peyron / Chairman 
neil.peyron@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov 

Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians 
Joanna Portillo-Hsu / Environmental & Planning 
Manager 
jportillo-hsu@crtribal.com 

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
Kyle Cox / Cultural Resource Manager 
kyle@mewuk.com 

Ione Band of Miwok Indians 
Sara Dutschke / Chairperson 
Consultation@ionemiwok.net 

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
Mindy Calbert / Planning & Development Department 
mcalbert@mewuk.com  

Ione Band of Miwok Indians 
Jereme Dutschke / Cultural Resources Coordinator 
jereme@ionemiwok.net 

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
Angel Royce / Vicechair 
aroyce@mewuk.com  

Jackson Rancheria Band of Miwuk Indians 
Adam Dalton / Chairperson 
Adalton@jacksoncasino.com 

Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians 
Kevin Day / Chair, Community Council 
kday@mewuk.com 
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Distribution List (Continued). 

Distribution Via E-mail 
Non-Governmental Organizations 

American Whitewater (AW) 
Theresa Lorejo-Simsiman / CA Stewardship Director 
theresa@americanwhitewater.org 

Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center 
(CSERC) 
Stan Dodson / Program Director 
stan@cserc.org 

American Whitewater (AW) 
Jeff Venturino / California Stewardship Associate 
jeffventurino@americanwhitewater.org 

Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center 
(CSERC) 
Chelsea Lewandowski / Conservation Director 
chelsea@cserc.org 

Friends of the River (FOR) 
Jann Dorman / Executive Director 
janndorman@friendsoftheriver.org 

Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center 
(CSERC) 
Tom Hofstra / Ecologist 
tomh@cserc.org 

Friends of the River (FOR) 
Jann Dorman / Executive Director 
execdirector@friendsoftheriver.org 

Foothill Conservancy 
Craig Baracco / Executive Director 
fhc@foothillconservancy.org 

Friends of the River (FOR) 
Keiko Mertz / Policy Director 
keiko@friendsoftheriver.org 

National Heritage Institute 
Gerald Meral / Director of California Water Program 
gat@n-h-i.org 

California Sport Fishing Alliance (CSPA) 
Chris Shutes / FERC Projects Director 
cshutes@calsport.org 

Sierra Club, Mother Lode Chapter 
Dyane Osorio / Chapter Director 
Info@MLC.sierraclub.org 

California Sport Fishing Alliance (CSPA) 
Chris Shutes / FERC Projects Director 
blancapaloma@msn.com 

Ebbotts Pass Property Owners Council (EPPOC) 
Steve Lauterbach / Secretary 
stevelauterbach@comcast.net 

California Sport Fishing Alliance (CSPA) 
Eric Woodruff / Environmental Policy Consultant 
ewoodruff@calsport.org 

Restoring the Stanislaus River 
Ty Childress / Advisor 
tychildress@gmail.com 

California Trout (CalTrout) 
Curtis Knight / Executive Director 
cknight@caltrout.org 

Restoring the Stanislaus River 
Jane Henning Childress / Advisor 
anehenningchildress@gmail.com 

Trout Unlimited (TU) 
Rene Henery / Staff 
rene.henery@tu.org 

Calaveras Big Trees Association 
Debbie McGee / Association Manager 
accounting@bigtrees.org 

American Rivers (AR) 
Sterling Forbes / Associate Director 
sterling@hydroreform.org 

Calaveras County Historical Society 
historicalcalaveras@gmail.com 
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Distribution List (Continued). 

Distribution Via E-mail 
Non-Governmental Organizations (cont.) 

California Hydropower Reform Coalition (CHRC) 
Kelly Catlett / Program Director 
kelly@hydroreform.org 

Ebbotts Pass Forest Watch 
Megan Fiske / Environmental Advocate 
epfw@goldrush.com 

Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center (CSERC) 
John Buckley / Executive Director 
johnb@cserc.org 

 
Commercial Parties 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 
Janet Walther / Director, Hydro Licensing 
janet.walther@pge.com 

Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI) 
Jay Francis / District Manager 
JFrancis@spi-ind.com 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 
Kim Ognisty / General Counsel 
kimberly.ognisty@pge.com 

Outdoor Adventure River Specialists (OARS) 
Tyler Wendt / General Manager 
tylerw@oars.com 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 
Ben Lloyd / Power Generation License Coordinator 
BALU@pge.com 

Outdoor Adventure River Specialists (OARS) 
Clavey Wendt / Vice President 
claveyw@oars.com 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) 
Anika Larson / Power Generation License Coordinator 
a9l6@pge.com 

All Outdoors (AO) 
Scott Armstrong / Owner, Head of Operations 
rivers@aorafting.com 

Tri-Dam Project / Tri-Dam Power Authority 
Summer Nicotero / General Manager 
snicotero@tridamproject.com 
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